
More than 26 million children 

in the U.S. ride a bus to and 
ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 
about 10 billion school bus 
trips every year on over 
480,000 school buses. As the 
primary mode of 
transportation to 
and from school for 
millions of our chil-
dren, it is crucial 
that this trusted 
mode of transporta-
tion conform to the 
highest fire safety 
standards possible. 

 

With an average of 
six school bus fires 
reported daily and 
the National Trans-
portation Safety 
Board reported esti-
mate of 2,210 an-
nual school bus fires 
between 1999 and 
2003, it is clear that 
an update in fire 
safety standards is 
necessary. Last April, 

Blue Bird Body Co., one of the 
largest bus manufacturers in 
the nation, recalled an esti-
mated 3,900 school buses for 
reported fire hazards. The 
current bus safety standard, 

developed in the 1960s, has 
not kept pace with the ever 
growing technological ad-
vancements in fire safety, and 
Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
children at risk of fire injury. 
Thankfully, Maryland and 
Nevada have taken the lead in 
safety, passing landmark bus 
safety legislation this past fall.     

 

Maryland, the first state in the 

nation to pass the new Bus 

Fire Safety Law, now requires 

that materials in school buses 

cabins meet a rigorous and 

appropriate fire safety stan-

dard, called the fire block test. 

This new law, introduced and 

championed by Senator Joan 

Carter Conway, ensures all 

students are protected by 

adequate fire safety standards 

that address all school bus 

components including seat 

cushions, under the hood,  
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On October 28, 2011 the state 
of California added safe and 
effective fire safety product 
called TDCPP to the Proposi-
tion 65 list of carcinogenic 
chemicals. TDCPP is one of a 
large class of chemicals called 
"Tris" that has repeatedly 
been maligned in the media 
and in state legislatures, with-

out justification, due to a lack 
of understanding about the 
complex nature of these 
chemicals. TDCPP is one of 
the safest and most effective 
fire safety products available 
on the market and has been 
repeatedly affirmed save for 
use by the EPA.  Listing one of 
the most commonly used 

flame retardants in the coun-
try as a carcinogen has not 
only provoked a national 
scare in consumer products, 
but has also created a serious  
fire safety threat. 
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begin the conversation about fire 
safety and help process stressful 
events. 

The Advanced Learning Through 
Literature Blog suggests the follow-
ing reading material for parents and 
their children to educate, alleviate 
and reduce fire anxiety. 
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